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INPS 20th Anniversary and 50 Years of Iowa’s State Preserves  

   – Let’s Celebrate!
 

To celebrate both the 20th anniversary of the 

Iowa Native Plant Society and the 50th anniversary of 

Iowa’s State Preserves system, we are planning a 

wonderful Memorial Day Weekend celebration, from 

an informal gathering on the evening of May 22nd 

through full days of fieldtrips on May 23rd and 24th, 

and the highlight of the weekend, an Anniversary 

Celebration Dinner and Presentation on the evening 

of the 23rd! You are invited! So, here are the details:  

 

Friday evening, May 22nd – We’ll meet at the Cabo 

Blue Sports Bar in Fayette at 7pm for an informal 

mixer/dinner gathering (cost on your own). Cabo 

Blue is located at 128 South Main Street in Fayette. 

(Phone:  563-425-3044). 

Lodging: several of us are staying at Boarders 

Inn and Suites in Fayette for Friday and Saturday 

nights; phone: 563-425-0214. Note that this will be 

Luther College’s graduation weekend, so area rooms 

may fill quickly. Make reservations soon. 

 

Saturday, May 23rd – Fieldtrips: morning fieldtrip 

at Bixby State Park and Preserve, afternoon at 

Backbone State Park. These fieldtrips will be led by 

Bill Norris and John Pearson. To carpool, meet in 

Fayette at the parking lot at Boarders Inn and Suites 

at 8:30am. 

 

Saturday evening, Anniversary Celebration 

Dinner and Presentation – Upper Iowa 

University, Student Union ballroom, in Fayette. 

The evening festivities will begin with a reception at 

6pm with a cash bar including wine, beer and non-

alcohol options, plus snacks available (drink costs on 

your own). The dinner will follow at 6:30; menu: 

chicken Marsala, oven roasted parmesan baby red 

potatoes, green beans amandine, and chocolate 

mousse tartlet with fresh berry garnish. Indicate any 

special dietary need on the form. Dinner cost: $20 

per person; advance registration is required. 

Dinner will be followed by a presentation by Dr. 

John Pearson, Iowa DNR, as he shares with us 

about his 30-years of experience in Iowa’s outdoors, 

especially on our State Preserves. 

 

Sunday, May 24th – Fieldtrips: morning fieldtrip to 

INHF’s Heritage Valley led by Brian Fankhauser, 

afternoon 2pm fieldtrip to Malanaphy Springs State 

Preserve led by Beth Lynch, and 4:30pm fieldtrip to 

Hayden Prairie State Preserve led by Larry Reis. To 

carpool, meet in Fayette at the parking lot at 

Boarders Inn and Suites at 8:30am. 

To make our fieldtrips most efficient for time 

and travel, we strongly recommend that you either 

bring your lunch or order a lunch ahead of time. We 

have arranged for Blimpie sandwiches, and also 

chips, fruit or veggies, and cookies or a granola bar. 

Water to fill your own water bottle will be 

provided. We recommend that you bring a camp 

chair or picnic blanket for enjoying your lunch.  

A form is included in this newsletter for 

registering for the Celebration Weekend events. 

Submitting the registration form by May 15th is 

required for the Celebration Dinner and to order 

sandwiches for the fieldtrip lunches. Sending in the 

form for the other activities is also greatly 

appreciated! Everyone is welcome to participate!  

___________________________________ 
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Leaves of the President’s Notebook 
 

I like diversity!  I have a variety of interests because of that.  I 

have a hard time keeping up with a group of bird watchers because I 

stop to look at a flower or some other distraction.  I usually try to 

identify the tree the bird is in!  Sometimes that slows me down.  I 

usually bring up the rear in any group, partly because I see so many 

things that catch my attention!  Frogs, toads and snakes are good for a 

second look as well as wildflowers and shrubs!  I like looking at trees 

too, but I find I have to look at the bark more, as looking up can make 

me dizzy.  It is tough growing old! 

 

I enjoy all wildlife, from the crane spectacle in Nebraska to the 

skunks that occasionally wander through my yard.   

 

I like the flowers in the ditch.  I once drove to western Iowa and 

back and was asked how the corn looked.  I could name all the 

flowers blooming in the ditches, but drew a blank on the corn 

situation! 

 

I got into photography, but that slows me down more!  I want to 

take pictures of the flowers and insects I see!  That has led me to 

learning spiders, another distraction!  I like diversity!  I learned that I 

have skinks in my yard, so that was another thing to learn about!  I 

have a prairie and do prairie walks.  I enjoy the variety of flowers and 

helping people learn them.  I like grasses and the numbers of them.  I 

appreciate sedges, but I can’t seem to remember the names of them.  

This is not to say that I am good at all these things; you have heard the 

phrase “jack-of-all-trades, master of none?”  Still I strive to learn 

more all the time, I am currently learning the different harvestmen of 

Iowa, a group that has been ignored almost completely!  The various 

field trips scheduled for this summer should allow me to travel to 

different places and collect memories, photos and locations of 

flowers, harvestmen and spiders.   

 

The various fieldtrips and activities planned for May Wildflower 

Month and beyond should be a good opportunity to see various parts 

of Iowa, and I am especially looking forward to the INPS anniversary 

celebration fieldtrips in Northeast Iowa in late May!  I like diversity! 

 

~ Lloyd Crim 

 

mailto:lloydcrim@gmail.com
mailto:bennaid@hotmail.com
mailto:lori@ivrcd.org
mailto:jrclark@radiks.net
mailto:okmagic@gmail.com
mailto:pauline_drobney@fws.gov
mailto:bethhenning@earthlink.net
mailto:cpkurtz@netins.net
mailto:dlewis@iastate.edu
mailto:connie-mutel@uiowa.edu
mailto:lisa@octabode.com
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Iowa Native Plant Society 20th Anniversary and State Preserves 50th  

Anniversary Celebration – Registration Form 

Please submit form to be received by May 15th, especially for meals! 

 

Print Name/s: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________________________ State: _______________________ Zip: ____________ 

 

Email: ______________________________________ Telephone: ______________________________________ 

 

Gathering on Friday, May 22nd:  ___ I/we (#____) plan to attend the informal mixer/dinner gathering at Cabo Blue Sports 

Bar in Fayette at 7 pm. (cost on your own) 

 

Anniversary Celebration Dinner and Presentation on Saturday, May 23rd  

  ___ I/we (#____) plan to attend the Anniversary Celebration Dinner:  reception (cash bar of beer, wine and non-

alcohol selections available) at 6pm; dinner at 6:30pm – cost $20.00 per person 
 

Subtotal for Celebration Dinner:  $_____              Special dietary need _____________________________   

 

Field Trips on Saturday, May 23rd 

 I/we (#______) plan to attend the (free) fieldtrips:           ____ Saturday morning (Bixby)        

____ Saturday afternoon (Backbone) 

 

Field Trips on Sunday, May 24th 

I/we (#______) plan to attend the (free) fieldtrips:            ____ Sunday morning (INHF’s Heritage Valley)    

 ____ Sunday afternoon at 2 pm (Malanaphy Springs)       ____ Sunday afternoon at 4:30 pm (Hayden Prairie) 

 

To stay on schedule, ordering here or bringing your lunch is strongly recommended! You may order a sandwich lunch 

here that will include your choice from the Blimpie’s sandwiches below, chips, fruit or veggie, and cookies or granola bar. 

Water to fill your own water bottle will be provided.  Bringing lawn chair, camp-stool or blanket is recommended. 

 Saturday 6” ($5) Saturday 12” ($8) Sunday 6” ($5) Sunday 12” ($8) 

Ham and cheese     

Turkey and Swiss     

Ham, salami and provolone     

Cheese     
 

Subtotal for Saturday and/or Sunday lunch: $______ 

 

Total payment due: $__________.  Please send with payment to: 

     Beth Henning    Deadline for meals registration: May 15th! 

     4519 Grand Ave Apt 7   Let Beth know by email -- bethhenning@earthlink.net -- 

     Des Moines, IA  50312   if she may receive your form and payment late, but she   

      must know this by May 15th! 
 

Questions: contact Deb Lewis, dlewis@iastate.edu, 515-290-6736 

mailto:bethhenning@earthlink.net
mailto:dlewis@iastate.edu
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Iowa Native Plant Society Calendar of Events ð Iowa Wildflower Month & INPS Fieldtrips 
 

Note: In the case of inclement weather, most of these programs are subject to cancellation. If in doubt, 
check with the contact listed. Check the INPS calendar at http://iowanativeplants.org/calendar.php for 
updates or changes in plans for these events, and for many additional activities posted. 
 
Iowa Wildflower Month is observed during May.  Events included are opportunities to get outdoors and 
see wildflowers out in nature, as well as information about native plant sales that can help you to bring Iowa 
wildflowers home to attract pollinators to your own yard. Thanks to Linda Scarth’s effort, the Governor has 
issued a proclamation for this special month. See the text just below this list of events.  
 

INPS-sponsored events and field trips are identified with INPS in bold type and with this symbol:    
 
Calendar listings after May are only those that INPS is sponsoring or co-sponsoring.   
 
Fieldtrips and Activities: 
Spring Plant Sale at Indian Creek Nature Center ð Saturday, May 2, 9am - noon 
You will find native prairie and woodland wildflowers, and other plants. Free admission. 6665 Otis Road 
Southeast, Cedar Rapids, IA  For more info: (319) 362-0664 x305     www.indiancreeknaturecenter.org 
 
Spring Wildflower Hike, Robison Wildlife Acres, Story County ð Saturday, May 2, 10am - 11:30am   
The beautiful woodland wildflowers here are some of the best of all of Story County Conservation’s areas. 
Learn about the restoration projects taking place in the park. This is a moderate hike suitable for families, 
but no strollers. Wear comfortable shoes and dress for the weather. In case of bad weather, this event will 
be cancelled. Meet at Robison Wildlife Acres, 29490 632nd Ave., Nevada, IA. Story County Conservation  
Contact:  515-232-2516; conservation@storycountyiowa.gov 
 
Wildflower Hike at Buena Vista County Conservation Park – Saturday, May 2, 2 - 4pm 
Hike the woodland trail and identify the different wildflower species we find. Bloodroot, wild ginger, and 
Dutchman’s breeches are a few of the wildflowers we may see. Don’t miss out! Meet at the south shelter 
area. Reservations are required by May 1st at 4:00 PM. Call: 712 -295 -7985. 
 
Wildflower Hike at Fowler Forest Preserve – Sunday, May 3, 2:00 - 3:30pm 
Join us for a walk through this woodland to view the diversity of spring wildflowers. Wear sturdy walking 
shoes. Fowler Forest is located 1/2 mile west of Smithland on Hwy 141. 
Sponsored by Woodbury County Conservation  For more info, contact: 712-258-0838. 
 
Partners Spring Festival ð Native Plant Sale & To Bee or Not To Bee – Sunday, May 3, 2 - 5pm 
Join Story County Conservation Partners at McFarland Park, 56461 180th Street, Ames, IA  
ISU’s EEOB Dept will hold a native plant sale – so bring some cash and jumpstart your garden!  
 
Full Flower Moon at Indian Creek Nature Center – Sunday, May 3, 7:30 – 9pm 
Enjoy spring ephemeral wildflowers along the trails. Meet at the barn. 6665 Otis Road Southeast, Cedar 
Rapids, IA Individual: M $4; NM $6. Family: M $10; NM $15. Call: 319-362-0664 x305 
 

http://iowanativeplants.org/calendar.php
http://www.indiancreeknaturecenter.org/
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Nature Story Hour ð Wildflowers at Grimes Farm & Conservation Center – Wed, May 6, 10am  
For preschoolers and their adult(s). 2349 233rd St., Marshalltown, IA. Marshall County Conservation. 
 
Mushroom Ramble at Wickiup Hill Learning Center – Saturday, May 9, 8 - 10am 
Prairie State Mushroom Club will lead a search for fungi at Wickiup Hill. Meet at the Learning Center parking 
area at 10260 Morris Hills Rd., Toddville, IA. Car pool to Wickiup Hill Natural Area. 
Cost: $2.50/adult, $1/child, or $5/family. Mushroom club members/free. 
 
Music and Monarchs Festival at Founderõs Park in Elkader – Saturday, May 9, 1 - 5pm 
The Clayton County Conservation Awareness Network hopes to have over 700 plugs of various milkweed 
plants to give away during this music festival in Elkader, Iowa.  
 
Cub Corner: Tree Talk at Indian Creek Nature Center – Wednesday, May 13, 10 - 11am 
For preschoolers and parents. Children: M $5; NM $8. Parents: Free. 6665 Otis Road Southeast, Cedar 
Rapids, IA – 319-362-0664 x305 (Also on Saturday.) 
 
Stalking Wild Asparagus at Lake Pahoja Recreation Area – Thursday, May 14, 6 - 8pm 
Learn how to hunt for wild asparagus and a few recipes to prepare it.  Will also give a Dutch-oven demo for 
anyone interested. Call to register: 712-472-2217. Lyon County Conservation. 
 
Spring Wildflower Walk at the Clear Creek Area in Johnson County - Thursday, May 14, 6pm 
Search for wildflowers along the paved Clear Creek Trail. JCCB staff will lead this leisurely hike. Meet at the 
parking area on the west end of the trail located off Half Moon Avenue west of Tiffin. 3196-3210 Half Moon 
Ave NW, Tiffin, IA  Contact: 319-645-1011 or salgreen@co.johnson.ia.us.   
 
òInto the Wild, Out with the Mustardó – Saturday, May 16, 8:30am - noon or 1:00 - 4:30pm 
INHF’s 3rd Annual Garlic Mustard removal event at Heritage Valley near Decorah, Iowa. Two shifts 
available. Contact: Mary Runkel at 515-288-1846 or at mrunkel@inhf.org. An opportunity to see a piece of 
land not open to the public. http://www.inhf.org/heritage-valley-garlic-mustard-pull.cfm  
 
Cub Corner: Tree Talk at Indian Creek Nature Center – Saturday, May 16, 10 - 11am 
See May 13 entry for information. 
 

  Wildflower Field Trip at Sioux City Prairie – May 16, 10:30am – 12:00pm 
Meet at the gate to the prairie on Talbot Road. Note that we will not enter the prairie from Briar Cliff. 
Sponsors: INPS, IPN, & NW IA Sierra Club. Info: 712-255-3447, dianneblankenship@gmail.com 
 
FWCC Native Iowa Plant Sale at the Annett Nature Center – Sunday, May 17, noon - 4pm 
Friends of Warren County Conservation annual native plant sale. Call (515) 961-6169 or email 
loganroberts@warrenccb.org. 15565 118th Ave., Indianola, IA - www.warrenccb.org/plantsale  
 
Conservation Promo at Taco RAVE along Great Western Trail - Tuesday, May 19, 5 - sunset 
INHF, Polk and Warren County Conservation join the weekly taco ride to promote land conservation to 
riders beginning at the Trailhead, heading south to Cumming and back. RAVE=Random Acts of 
Volunteering for the Earth. Check the RAVE link on INHF’s website. 

mailto:salgreen@co.johnson.ia.us
http://www.inhf.org/heritage-valley-garlic-mustard-pull.cfm
mailto:dianneblankenship@gmail.com
mailto:loganroberts@warrenccb.org
http://www.warrenccb.org/plantsale
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Wildflower Walk at the Prairie Heritage Center - Tuesday, May 19, 6:30 - 8:00pm 
Evening stroll on the trail. O’Brien County Cons., 4931 Yellow Ave., Peterson, IA - 712.295.7200 
 
Hitch Hike at Hitchcock Nature Center in Pottawattamie County – Tuesday, May 19, 7pm 
Hike along a Loess Hills ridge to a pioneer cemetery. Only accessible with a PCCB staff member. See 
prairie wildflowers. $2/person. 27792 Ski Hill Loop, Honey Creek, IA  Call:712-545-3283 
 

  INPS & State Preserves Anniversary Celebration & Field Trips – Saturday & Sunday, May 23 - 24   
See special front-page article and info on the registration form about this event! 

 

  Doolittle Prairie State Preserve Evening Prairie Walk - Thursday, May 28, 7pm  
Join Lloyd Crim at monthly prairie walks at the largest prairie remnant in Story County. See rare prairie flora 
that changes each month and learn the history of central Iowa prairies. Doolittle Prairie is located 1.25 miles 
south of E-18 on 560th Avenue. The walks occur four times in 2015: May 28, June 25, July 23, and August 
27. Sponsored by INPS, IPN, and Story County Conservation. 
 

  Loess Hills Prairie Seminar ð Honoring Prairie and the Hills ð in Monona County 
Friday, May 29  6 ð 8:30pm Speakers, children’s program, silent auction, vendors, and exhibits at West 
Monona High School in Onawa.  9 - 10pm Campfire, s’mores, black lighting for moths - at Loess Hills 
Wildlife Management Area (178th St. & Oak Ave., rural Castana, IA) 
Saturday, May 30 at Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area  6 - 7am Bird walk  8:15am, 10:15am, and 
1:15pm Break out sessions – walks, hikes, auto tours, or at camp  6 ð 8:30pm Speakers, children’s 
program, silent auction, vendors, and exhibits at West Monona High School in Onawa    
9 - 10pm Campfire program, night geocaching hike - at Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area 
Sunday, May 31 at Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area  6 - 7am Bird walk  8:15 ð 11:15am Break out 
sessions – walks, hikes, auto and bus tours, or at camp 
This is the 39th annual LHPS. Northwest AEA sponsors it with co-sponsors, the Iowa DNR and Monona 
County Conservation. Major supporters are IPN, ILRTF, INHF, and TNC with additional support from INPS, 
Izaak Walton-West Central Chapter, BCU’s Center for Prairie Studies, Loess Hills Audubon, NW IA Group-
Sierra Club, Woodbury County Conservation Foundation. 
http://www.nwaea.k12.ia.us/en/educators/loess_hills_prairie_seminar/    

Contact Penni Kistner: pkistner@nwaea.org 712-222-6083 

 

Monarchs & Milkweed Seed Bombs at Indian Creek Nature Center ð Saturday, May 30, 10am 
Learn more about Monarchs from people who traveled to Mexico to see the winter resting site. Learn how 
you can help monarch butterflies survive. Make milkweed seed balls from mud and seed (a.k.a.“seed 
bombs”); then hike out to the prairie and toss the seed bombs and also take some home. Adults: M $5; NM 
$8. Children: $3.  6665 Otis Road Southeast, Cedar Rapids, IA 
 

  Doolittle Prairie State Preserve Evening Prairie Walk in Story County ð Thursday, June 25, 7pm 
INPS co-sponsors this monthly walk. See May 28 for more information.  
 
 

http://www.nwaea.k12.ia.us/en/educators/loess_hills_prairie_seminar/
mailto:pkistner@nwaea.org
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  INPS field trip with INHF to Prairies in Kossuth County – June 27, 10am – 4pm 
Begin at Stinson Prairie State Preserve, a 32-acre prairie located near Algona. Purchased in 1969 by 
Kossuth County Conservation, it had been used as a hayfield by Stinson families since 1881. In 1971 it was 
dedicated as a biological state preserve. 
Bring-your-own lunch and camp chair or picnic blanket. We will continue with walks on two more prairies. 
Bernau Prairie is not ordinarily open to the public. In 2010 it was the largest known unprotected native 
“black soil” prairie left in Iowa. In 2011 it gained permanent protection through INHF conservation 
easements. It now has two separate owners, Gary Bernau and the Swanson family of Nevada.  
Later we will visit INHF’s Wildin Heritage Prairie, an 80-acre remnant and restored prairie with 16 small 
potholes. It was never drained or plowed. The hike is easy, but bring rubber boots for wet conditions there.  
The field trips are co-sponsored by INPS, INHF, and IPN. INHF’s Joe McGovern will be the leader. 
Directions to Stinson Prairie, where we will begin: From the intersection of Highway 169 and Highway 18 in 
Algona, take Highway 18 west for 4.5 miles to 10th Avenue. Turn south (left) and go 2.5 miles to the 
preserve on the west side of the road. There is a sign. 
 

  Iowa Prairie Conference at UNI in Cedar Falls – Thursday through Saturday, July 16 – 18  
Information will be added to the INPS calendar when it becomes available. INPS is a co-sponsor this year. 
Updates and registration information: http://www.tallgrassprairiecenter.org/2015-prairie-conference   
INPS will have our annual membership meeting there on Friday, July 16, at 5pm. If you are not attending 
the IPC, you may still attend the annual meeting. 
 

  Doolittle Prairie State Preserve Evening Prairie Walk – Thursday, July 23, 7pm 
INPS co-sponsors this monthly walk. See May 28 for more information.  
 

  Plant.Grow.Fly. Butterfly Festival at Blank Park Zoo in Des Moines – Sunday, July 26 

Pollinators are in decline due to a variety of reasons. You can help by planting a much-needed pollinator 

habitat at your home, school or even place of work! Start by attending a Butterfly Festival! For more 

information about this event visit: www.blankparkzoo.com.  

INPS is a sponsor of Plant.Grow.Fly. 

 

  Doolittle Prairie State Preserve Evening Prairie Walk – Thursday, August 27, 7pm 
INPS co-sponsors this monthly walk. See May 28 for more information.  
 

  Field Trip at Wyatt Fen Wildlife Area near Riceville – Saturday, August 29, 10am – noon 
INPS field trip in Mitchell County, led by Mark Leoschke, Iowa DNR Botanist  
Wyatt Fen Wildlife Area, owned by the Mitchell County Conservation, was purchased in 2014 with 
assistance from INHF and an Iowa REAP grant. It is a former pasture with four rich fens. Mark first visited 
this site in 1986 during a Natural History Foray in Mitchell and Worth Counties. He was thrilled to see tall 
cottongrass (Eriophorum angustifolium), fen thistle (Cirsium muticum), bog birch (Betula pumila) and 
crested wood fern (Dryopteris cristata). In September 1987 he found the beautiful blue flowers of fringed 
gentian (Gentianopsis crinita) in one of the fens. Dwarf red raspberry (Rubus pubescens) is also known 
from one of the fens.  

http://www.tallgrassprairiecenter.org/2015-prairie-conference
http://www.blankparkzoo.com/
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DIRECTIONS: From the intersection of State Hwy 9 and T68 (Addison Avenue) in Riceville, travel west 
approximately 1.7 miles to CR T62 (Walnut Avenue). Turn right (north) onto CR T62 and travel 
approximately 1.8 miles to CR A31 (430th Street). Turn left (west) onto CR A31 and travel approximately 
0.3 mile. Turn right (north) into a parking lot and meet just west of the parking lot. Wear rubber boots as the 
fens are wet and we will need to cross drainageways. See the INPS calendar for more information.  
Contact: 515.238.7126 Mark.Leoschke@dnr.iowa.gov 
 

Check the INPS calendar for events not listed here and watch for several events to be held during Iowa 

Prairie Heritage Week, September 13-19:  http://iowanativeplants.org/calendar.php  

 

 

 

 

Proclamation of May 2015 as Iowa Wildflower Month 
 

   WHEREAS, Iowa is at the intersection of several important native plant ecosystems, and 

  

   WHEREAS, the blooming of many of Iowa’s wildflowers in May creates an ideal time to 

introduce Iowans to our native plants, and 

 

   WHEREAS, Iowa’s native plant species are an important part of our state’s heritage and 

provide valuable aesthetic enjoyment, and boost economic status by encouraging tourism and 

recreation, and  

 

   WHEREAS, native plants stem soil erosion, provide habitats for insect and bird pollinators, 

cleanse water, and provide other vital ecological services, and 

 

   WHEREAS, native plants are important research subjects for evaluating and protecting the 

State’s prairies, woodlands, wetlands, and water resources, and 

 

   WHEREAS, there are 390 native plants included on the endangered, threatened and special 

concern list in Chapter 481B of the Code of Iowa and because the 2015 Endangered Species 

Day and National Wildflower Week fall in May 

 

   NOW, THEREFORE, I, Terry E. Branstad, Governor of the State of Iowa, do hereby 

proclaim the month of May 2015 as IOWA WILDFLOWER MONTH 

 

http://iowanativeplants.org/calendar.php
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Entering Wild Mode  
John Clayton 
 

Like a cat in a “wild” hunt mode, humans 

automatically seek going into a sensory-heightened 

mode, too. Our hunter-gatherer ancestors went into this 

“wild” mode in natural settings. However, modern 

inventiveness creates television shows, digital music, 

stage shows, and a plethora of activities on the Internet. 

We are feeling so satisfied, we spend less and less time 

in nature. Consequently, we’ve lost our skill of walking 

out in nature with automatically revved up sensory 

perception. 

Indeed, not valuing nature, modern society 

endeavors to squeeze out the wildness from natural 

landscapes. In a bleak, landscape field of brome grass, 

there is boringness. In a manicured park, there is 

numbness. From a highway vehicle, viewing the 

Midwest’s vast grid of soybean and corn plants, there 

is monotony. Is it any wonder that nowadays when 

people talk about nature, they say it is a place to 

unwind rather than speaking about how fascinating? 

Devaluing nature is tragic. If continued, most 

species will become exterminated as a result of human 

activity. Then there is the sentencing of future 

generations to severe environmental hardships.  

This is not inevitable. Individuals can transform 

themselves into healing agents of good. 

Along the line of finding a solution, one inspiring 

concept is called re-wilding. What does this mean 

when humans are the species reintroduced to nature? 

We would transform into being partners with other life. 

How can one re-wild? You must regularly practice 

going out into nature. While doing so, you practice a 

rewiring of your senses. This is because you must 

create that flick of a switch, activating your “wild” 

mode when in nature. It is there. For tens of thousands 

of years humans evolved living as a part of nature. You 

just have to discover this inner capacity that already 

dwells within.  

How will you know you have achieved re-

wilding? When gazing out you collect the complexity 

of textures and colors from the wide variety of plants, 

insects, and birds. When you hear a wide variety of 

sounds and you analyze each with spontaneity. When 

you turn to change directions and immediately sense a 

fresh smell. When you are filled with a rush of pleasure 

doing this; then you will know.

Seed Bank Looking for Collectors in Iowa         
David Sollenberger 

 

The Dixon National Tallgrass Prairie Seed Bank is 

an ex situ conservation program dedicated to the long-

term conservation of native plant species of the 

tallgrass prairie.  Based at the Chicago Botanic Garden 

in Glencoe, Illinois, we seek to preserve the flora of the 

tallgrass prairie by systematically collecting seeds in 12 

ecoregions that comprise the primary range of the 

tallgrass prairie biome.  Of the over 3000 native 

vascular plants that inhabit this region, 545 species 

have been targeted for collection in each of the 12 

ecoregions.  The species targeted were selected for their 

importance for habitat restoration.  None are federally 

listed as threatened or endangered.   

Our collecting protocols are based on those 

developed by the international Millennium Seed Bank 

Project at Kew, UK.  These protocols, listed below, 

were established to capture the breadth of genetic 

diversity within a plant population:   

¶ Collect no more than 20% of mature seeds from 

perennial plant populations consisting of at least 50 

individuals (10% of annuals). 

¶ Collect a minimum of 3000 seeds and ideally 

between 10,000 and 20,000 seeds. 

¶ Collect across the population without bias for 

taller or more robust plants. 

In addition to seeds, a complete collection includes 

2 herbarium specimens and/or 3 photographs, one leaf 

sample for DNA analysis and a completed field data 

sheet.  For each collection, contractors will be paid 

between $125 and $135.   

Four of the 12 ecoregions in the tallgrass prairie 

region are present in Iowa with Ecoregion #47 

(Omernik level 3) being the most prevalent.   Ecoregion 

#47 occupies the heart of the tallgrass prairie biome and 

currently we have very few collections from this 

http://chicagobotanicgarden.smugmug.com/Other/Seeds/7267788_DQZH5N#!i=467206105&k=bbv9s4q
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ecoregion. 

We are looking for trained botanists, land 

managers or folks with a good knowledge of their local 

flora to assist us in making seed collections from Iowa.  

On occasion, land managers will make collections for 

the Seed Bank in order to earn a little cash to support 

their management activities and by doing so have 

preserved the genetic diversity of those plant species.  

With the uncertainty of the impacts of climate change 

and other perturbations on our natural environments, 

long-term conservation strategies such as seed banking 

are increasingly being considered. 

If you think you can help, please contact David 

Sollenberger, Seed Bank Manager, at 

dsollenberger@chicagobotanic.org or 847-835-6957.  

For more information on this project visit our website 

at www.sciencecollections.org and click on “seed 

bank”. 

 

Prairie Management at Scattergood Friends 

School and Farm 
Michael Severino 

(Michael teaches Biology, Advanced Biology, Ag 

Research, Prairie Management and Cross Country) 

 Scattergood Friends School is a college 

preparatory Quaker boarding school located on 126 

acres outside of West Branch, Iowa. It is home to 50-

60 students from around the world, hard-working staff 

who mostly live on campus, an organic vegetable farm, 

chickens, sheep, pigs, cattle, and a 26-acre prairie. 

When I came to Scattergood almost four years ago, I 

was given the job of prairie manager alongside my 

responsibilities teaching biology and environmental 

science, cooking dinner, and coaching cross-country 

(an array of duties typical at a small boarding school). I 

have taken pleasure in learning about prairie 

management alongside my pupils. 

Our prairie is home to a number of invasive 

introduced species, but one of the most prolific and 

problematic is the autumn olive (Elaeagnus 

umbellata). After reading about various treatment 

methods and asking advice from more experienced 

staff, we decided on a two-pronged attack: first, my 

nine prairie management students would cut all autumn 

olive bushes off at the base using limb saws and 

loppers. Next, I would come in with 50% Round Up 

and paint all the stumps. The autumn olive removal 

was a lot of work and we ended up with giant piles of 

brush that have still yet to be burned, but I feel the use 

of Round Up was effective in preventing the growth of 

new shoots, or so it seems thus far. I realize that the 

roots of autumn olive bushes can be quite hardy, 

especially in bushes the size of these. We have already 

had to attack the re-growth of new bushes and will 

probably have to continue to do so several times over. 

When I balance this work with burning, species 

identification, and other projects, though, the students 

do not mind. 

One of the easier elements of prairie management 

is the annual burning of ten 8 x 8-meter plots as part of 

a study that was started by an advanced biology class in 

2005. There are twenty of these plots, ten that are left 

unburned and ten that are burned every year. For the 

past several years, first with Biology and then, this fall, 

with Advanced Biology, my students and I have 

conducted a biodiversity comparison of the burned 

versus unburned plots. Our results found no significant 

difference in the amount of plant diversity. When 

taking into account habitat for insects, however, I 

believe that burning every 3-4 years in rotating sections 

is best. Although I hope to do more comparisons and 

collect more data next fall, we are planning to scrap this 

small plot study in favor of prevailing knowledge and 

just lump this smaller area into one of the larger 

sections that we burn every 3-4 years.  

It is exciting to organize and conduct the larger 

burns. We have divided our prairie acreage into 4 

roughly equal sections, one of which is burned each 

spring. We watch the weather for a time when it has 

been dry for at least a day or two, and when there is a 

steady south wind of 5-10 mph. Interstate 80 lies just to 

the south of the prairie, and the biggest hazard of our 

work is the possibility of sending clouds of smoke 

across the heavily traveled interstate—hence the need 

for a south wind. A steady, non-gusty wind also 

provides safe conditions for a back burn. 

To prepare for the burn, we make sure a path is 

mowed around the section we want to burn so we have 

a green barrier, especially on the north, east, and west 

sides. Students start with drip torches, burning about 3-

5 feet in on the north side of the section to be burned. 

For each student with a drip torch there is a student 

nearby with a flapper (a tool with a long handle and 

attached to a black tar-paper type mat that is very 

effective at putting out small fires when used correctly), 

rubbing out any small fires that jump in to the barrier. 

Also present are students with backpack water sprayers, 

and extra water nearby. 

Depending on wind direction (it never seems to be 

mailto:dsollenberger@chicagobotanic.org
http://www.sciencecollections.org/
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truly from the south, always a little SE or SW) we 

back-burn down the east or west side in a similar 

manner to the north side. When we have a safe enough 

distance between the fuel source in the central area we 

will burn and the barrier (next to neighbors’ farms that 

do not want to be burned), we start the fire on the south 

side. Within minutes the wind takes the fire and the 

entire section is engulfed in flame. At this point, all 

you can do is sit and watch its roar, looking at the 

smoke and fire tornadoes that form and the different 

colors of the flame and the smoke. 

After the roar subsides, we walk the barrier once 

more to check for anything that might want to jump or 

that remains burning, and then make sure nothing is 

smoldering in the middle (sometimes stumps will 

smolder for quite a while) before returning to school. 

The unfortunate part is that this last task is important 

but almost always is done by staff, as students need to 

return to campus for soccer practice, dinner, or other 

responsibilities. Still, I do not mind spending an extra 

few minutes on the prairie after the burn and surveying 

what has been revealed. 

Teenagers do not need much encouragement to 

burn things; however, doing it safely is of prime 

importance, as is educating our students as to why we 

burn. Students can be very helpful in terms of planning 

and logistics, as well as putting in physical labor when 

needed, and with little prior instruction can be 

especially helpful when conducting a larger burn. Here 

the extra hands are essential and I think that effective 

prairie management cannot be done without a larger 

group assisting. Overall students get valuable 

experience with a drip torch, a flapper, and water 

sprayers, and after conducting several burns are able to 

confidently conduct a safe prairie burn on their own. 

 
 

There are other components to prairie 

management. Sometimes the weather forces us to do 

indoor jobs, such as reading literature on prairie 

management and life on the prairie. We read and 

discuss sections of Connie Mutel’s Emerald Horizon, 

and The Tall Grass Prairie Reader, edited by John 

Price. Students also research control of invasive 

species, are in charge of ordering and replacing the 

wicks in our drip torches, putting up several wood duck 

nests in the prairie pond, and always enjoy learning 

from visitors (such as a prairie ecologist visitor from 

Missouri and a DNR forester).  

I take prairie management at Scattergood to 

include management of the 3-acre woodlot that 

everyone calls the panhandle, as it runs a narrow strip 

along Interstate 80 between the school and the prairie. 

After discussing woodlot restoration with the forester, I 

wrote to the DNR and received and planted 200 trees. 

Hickories and red oaks were planted in the eastern half 

of the panhandle, which is better drained (we burned it 

first). Swamp white oaks and sycamores were planted 

in the lower, wetter section. Before planting the trees 

we spent a day cutting out some of the larger silver 

maples in the lot to provide more sunlight for the 

growth of the new trees. The trees are on the path out to 

the prairie, so we are able to check on them frequently 

as they grow. 

Two years out, the sycamores have shot up but 

everything else is growing slowly, despite regular 

weeding and tree tubes. We also found that with the 

extra sunlight another invasive, Old Man’s Beard 

(Clematis vitalba) exploded on the scene, and now the 

students and I have spent a good many hours hacking it 

out before it can smother the seedlings we planted. I 

have also recently discovered an invasion of birdsfoot 

trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) covering a 2-acre section of 

the prairie. I am not sure about how to control this one 

as I have read that fire only causes it to spread more. 

My students have absorbed this dislike of invasive 

species. One student who has taken Prairie 

Management with me for three years now regularly 

goes out to cut autumn olive alone on the prairie for 

community service hours (Scattergood requires 

students to do 30 hours each year). Sometimes in the 

middle of winter, he skis out with a limb saw folded 

into his back pocket. 

I am very grateful to have had the opportunity to 

learn about the prairie ecosystem at a place like 

Scattergood and to have a group of eager teenagers to 

learn along with me. I feel that what we are undertaking 
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is unique in Iowa and throughout the Midwest. 

Scattergood Friends School and our Prairie 

Management class both welcome visitors and we are 

always looking for advice and knowledge from more 

experienced botanists and prairie managers.  

Facts about the Scattergood Prairie: 

¶ Since the 26-acre prairie was converted from 

cornfield in the 1970s, we have saved a lot of 

topsoil. You can see this by going to the edge of 

the prairie and comparing the level of the soil with 

that of the adjacent field. The soil level on the 

Scattergood prairie is 3 feet higher.   

¶ Scattergood's prairie has over 120 native plant 

species documented, as well as a dozen or so 

invasives that we are working hard to control. 

¶ The Scattergood prairie is home to mound 

builder ants. Some of these ants have mounds that 

are over 6 feet across by 3 feet tall. These ants are 

important in the soil ecosystem to create tunnels 

for other organisms to use, aerate the soil and to 

recycle nutrients. Many do not know that 

earthworms are an introduced species, and that 

before them, ants served the function of recycling 

nutrients and aerating the soil. 

 

 

A Note About Native Plants 
by Dianne Blankenship 
 

INPS is a sponsor of Plant.Grow.Fly, encouraging 

biodiversity by growing pollinator-friendly plants. As 

Doug Tallamy advocates, we need to ask our 

landscapes to support native bees, butterflies, and 

birds, while sequestering carbon and managing water. 

INPS recognizes the importance of selecting native 

plants, grown locally, native to our area, not treated 

with neonicotinoids (neuro-active insecticides), and not 

cultivars. Those plants should be first choice in 

creating the beauty in our yards, hopefully replacing 

some of our water-fertilizer-pesticide-mower 

dependent lawns.  

If you have a pollinator garden, or create one, 

register it at PlantGrowFly.com and indicate "INPS 

sent you.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Back: A List of INPS Presidents 
 

Christine Kirpes, 1995-97 

Fred Crane, 1997-98 

Ed Freese, 1998-2000 

Tom Rosburg, 2000-02 

Sibylla Brown, 2002-04 

Larissa Mottl, 2004-06 

Brian Hazlett, 2006-12 

Linda Scarth, 2012-14 

Lloyd Crim, 2014-present 

 

A big THANK YOU to each of you! More INPS 

history will be in the Fall/Winter issue. 
 

Images from Heritage Valley, one of our 

fieldtrip stops on May 25th  
 

 
 

 
 

Both photos were taken by Dianne Blankenship 
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Thank You to Our 2014 and 2015 Contributors! 
 

We wish to thank all INPS members who have joined or renewed their membership for 2014 and 2015. We are 

especially grateful to those who contributed more than the basic dues. Those who made contributions of at least 

$25 in 2014 are listed below. 
 

Calamagrostis level – $100-$149 

Bill and Dianne Blankenship  

Sibylla and Bill Brown  

Ron and Barb Eckoff  

Dan and Cyndia Mays  

Mark Widrlechner  

Becky Williams 

 

Botrychium level – $50-$99 

Mary Damm  

Bryson Dean 

Elizabeth Garst 

Hoksey Native Seeds  

Bill and Judith Klink  

James and Rose Marie Monagan 

Leesa Nylen 

John Osenbaugh 

Scott Sauer  

Nick Stoynoff  

 

Anemone level – $25-$49  

Steve Beaumont 

Robert R. Bryant 

Barbara Buss 

Lloyd Crim 

Jean Day 

Judith Felder 

James Fluck and Julie Scott 

Beverly Foote 

John B. Gardner 

Kate Garst 

Tom Gust 

Mary Virginia Hansen 

Patricia J. Hansen 

Duane Hesse 

Jonathan and Karla Ice 

Linda Kerber 

Jim Kessler 

Christine and Roger Kirpes 

Steve Laughlin 

Marlene Michel 

Connie Mutel 

Robert E. Nicholson

 

(Anemone level, continued) 

Don and Gayla Ohde 

George and Trish Patrick 

Martha and Joseph Rasmussen 

Carol G. Rogers 

Thomas and Carman Rosburg 

Linda and Robert Scarth 

James R. Scott 

Nancy Slife 

Russell Tabbert 

Bill Watson 

Susan West 

Jean Wiedenheft 

Fred Wiegert 

Trelen Wilson 

 

INPS’s 2015 grant recipients: 
 

INPS is pleased to announce its 2015 grant recipients. 

Congratulations to all the following projects!  

¶ Victoria Pocius - (ISU graduate student) - 

Oviposition Preference and Larval Survival of the 

Monarch Butterfly, Danaus plexippus , on Eight 

Species of Native Milkweeds - $500 research grant 

¶ Emily Zimmerman (ISU graduate student) - Does 

Diversity Matter? Evaluating the Relationship 

between Native Prairie Plant Species Diversity on 

Nitrogen Retention - $500 research grant 

¶ Veronica Mecko (Southern Iowa Oak Savanna 

Alliance) - Burn Workshop at Springer Woods - 

$250 education grant 

Restore Iowa! grants: 

¶ Ann Burns (Jackson County Conservation Board) - 

Working with at-risk  high school students (My 

Community, My Future Summer Youth Corps) on 

woodland restoration and plant identification - 

$1000   

¶ Nancy Forrest (For Lands Sake! landowners 

association) - Signage to educate the public about 

ongoing woodland restorations - $300  

We encourage you to start thinking now about 

proposals you may have for your 2016 efforts! 



 

Membership Form 
 

Name:                                                                                                                                                                      

Address:                                                                                                                                                                  

City, State:                                                            Zip code:                      County:                                                   

Phone:                                                             Email Address:                                                                                 

Membership categories and dues:    

 $10 Member, please add $5 for receiving newsletter by US Post;         $25* Anemone,           $50* Botrychium,  

       $100* Calamagrostis,           $150* Dodecatheon,         $200 and up* Erythronium            

Send with your dues to:  Lori Schrodemier                  ___$5 Student (one-time 

IA Valley RC&D       payment while a student) 

920 48th Avenue 

Amana, IA 52203 

 

Additional information or special interest for member directory entry                                                                     

 
 
 
 

Check here if you do not wish to have this information published in the INPS member directory. The INPS mailing list 

is never distributed to other organizations or companies.  

Dues are payable on a calendar year basis from January 1 to December 31. Please use this form for changes of address. 

* Annual contributions over $10 are tax deductible.  Iowa Native Plant Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

 
 
 


